
STAFF REPORT 
Former city administra-

tor Diane Ford-Benning-
field has filed a federal 
lawsuit agaisnt the City of 
Marion, alleging she was 
wrongfully terminated.  

In a 20-plus page com-
plaint, Ford-Benningfield  
contends that Mayor 
D’Anna Browning ignored 
city policies and viloated 
her constitutional rights. 

In the complaint, Ford-
Benningfield says she had 
more than 20 years of mu-
nicipal government experi-
ence and had received 
praise for her performance 
until she raised concerns 
about an employee who 
was hired by city hall. After 
doing so, she alleges her 

working relationship with 
the mayor deteriorated and 
that she was ultimately 
given an ultimatum to re-
sign or be terminated, with-
out being provided a reason 
or due process. She main-
tains she never resigned 
and that her departure 
amounted to a constructive 
discharge. 

The lawsuit names the 
City of Marion, Mayor 
Browning and the city’s 
legal advisor Bart Frazer as 
defendants. 

The lawsuit alleges retal-
iation in violation of the 
First Amendment, denial of 
due process under the 
Fourteenth Amendment, 
violations of the Kentucky 
Open Records Act, and un-

lawful em-
p l o y m e n t 
p r a c t i c e s 
under federal 
and state civil rights laws. 
Ford-Benningfield also 
claims discrimination 
based on age and gender, 
noting she was 62 at the 
time of termination and 
was replaced by a younger 
male with significantly less 
experience and a higher 
salary. 

After Ford-Benningfield’s 
departure, the city hired 
Adam Ledford to serve as 
its administrator on a tem-
porary basis. Ledford had 
been Marion’s city adminis-
trator just prior to Ford- 
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Dam 50, Glendale 
bridge work done 

The Dam 50 Road Bridge on KY 
387 in northern Crittenden County 
reopened last week, ending a clo-
sure that had been in place since 
March for replacement of the 
bridge over Crooked Creek. 

KY 387, also known as Dam 50 
Road, serves as the primary access 
route from KY 91 North to the for-
mer Dam 50 site, now Riverview 
Park. The park, which features 
modern campsites, experienced a 
significant decline in campers and 
traffic during the roughly 10 
months the bridge was closed. 
State highway officials estimate an 
average of 111 vehicles travel this 
section of KY 387 each day. 

Also, KY 2123 in Crittenden 
County’s Glendale community has 
also reopened to traffic following 
completion of a $330,000 bridge 
replacement project over Caney 
Fork Creek. Bridge approaches on 
KY 2123 are compacted gravel, 
and motorists are urged to use 
caution. Paving is expected to be 
scheduled this spring. An average 
of about 68 vehicles travel this 
section of KY 2123 each day. 

Motorists are reminded that a 
bridge on KY 506 remains closed 
for replacement until late April. 
That closure is near the Caldwell 
County line, between KY 1077 in 
Crittenden County and KY 902 in 
Caldwell County. 

 

Sheriff warns of scam 
Local officials are warning resi-

dents about an ongoing phone 
scam that has hit the area hard in 
recent days, with at least one indi-
vidual reportedly losing more than 
$2,000. 

In the scam, callers claim the 
victim missed jury duty and falsely 
identify themselves as being from 
the sheriff’s office. The caller then 
pressures the person to provide 
money or personal information, 
often threatening arrest or jail time 
if payment is not made immedi-
ately. 

Residents are urged to hang up 
immediately if they receive such a 
call. Crittenden County Sheriff Evan 
Head said law enforcement agen-
cies do not call individuals to de-
mand money, fines or payments 
over the phone, and they will never 
threaten arrest as a way to collect 
funds. 

Sheriff Head reminds the public 
to never give personal or financial 
information over the phone to un-
solicited callers. Anyone who be-
lieves they have been targeted or 
victimized by this scam should re-
port it to local law enforcement. 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

•Crittenden County Fiscal Court 
will meet at 8:30 a.m., Thursday, 
Jan. 15 its office complex. 

•Crittenden County Conserva-
tion District will meet at 6:30 p.m., 
Thursday, Jan. 15 at its office on 
East Bellville Street. 

•Fredonia City Council will meet 
at 7 p.m., Monday, Jan. 19 at city 
hall. 

•Marion-Crittenden County 911 
Board will meet at 3:30 p.m., Mon-
day, Jan. 19 at city hall. 

•Marion Tourism and Recreation 
Commission will meet at 8:30 a.m., 
Tuesday, Jan. 20 at the Marion 
Welcome Center. 

•Marion City Council meets at 5 
p.m., on Monday, Jan. 26. 
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If you’re the 
thesaurus, 
pick a word 

 
If a thesaurus had a say in 

who you are, where would it 
position you? 

Not under your job title. Not 
beside your last name or your 
reputation at the coffee shop. I 
mean really file you, on a page 
in a space full of synonyms 
that try their best to describe 
the way you move through the 
world, the way you respond, 
summing up the DNA that 
makes you who you are. 

That question hit 
me the other day in 
church as the 
preacher was talk-
ing about the 
Logos, a term that 
has captivated my 
attention for 
decades, and cre-
ated sleepless wak-
enings at 3 a.m. 
The impregnation 
of this theme stuck like a burr 
in a wool sock and I knew it 
had to be written at some 
point. Lo and behold, this is 
the week. 

A thesaurus doesn’t define 
words like a dictionary does; it 
lines them up shoulder to 
shoulder and asks you to 
choose which one you like 
best. It doesn’t say you are 
this. It asks, which one fits? 

Somewhere in the archives of 
my early years as a journalist 
is a well-worn thesaurus. It’s 
whereabouts unkonw today 
because it would be as useless 
as buggy whip in an automo-
bile. Today, the World Wide 
thesaurus is at your fingertips 
and powered by artificial intell-
gence, or something perhaps a 
bit weaker. I digress. 

So imagine this. You walk 
into a big, dusty book labeled 
You. The pages aren’t num-
bered by age, but by character. 
Somewhere inside are defining 
words that follow you around, 
whether you like them or not. 

Where do you land? 
Under Reliable? Perhaps, 

with words like Steady, De-
pendable, Consistent? Or does 
the book nudge you closer to 
Restless, with Impatient, 
Roaming, Unsettled tapping 
you on the shoulder? 

Maybe your page reads Kind 
and is flanked by Gentle, Pa-
tient, Forgiving. Or maybe, if 
we’re being honest, you’re doc-
umented closer to Stubborn, 
hanging out with Hardheaded, 
Unmoving, and like Sinatra 
sang: “My way.” But that’s two 
words. 

And here’s the part that mat-
ters. The thesaurus doesn’t 
lock you in. Words migrate. 
Pages get dog-eared. Some en-
tries fade with use; others get 
bolder with age. The words 
that fit you at 21 may not 
today like those brown cor-
duroy pants. Back then, a lot 
of us lived under Misunder-
stood or Invincible. Maybe 
more simply Stupid. 

These days, many of us have 
been quietly refiled under 
Wiser, which includes Cau-
tious and Observant. 

So here’s the question I’m 
asking, and maybe one worth 
asking yourself over a cup of 
coffee or a long drive home: If 
someone else cracked open the 
thesaurus and went looking for 
you, what section would they 
find dog-eared? And maybe 
more important, are those the 
words you’d choose? 

Because sooner or later, we 
all get categorized. The trick is 
deciding whether we’re still 
writing the entry, or letting 
someone else do it for us. 

 
Chris Evans, a newspaperman since 1979, has 

been editor of The Press for more than 30 years and 
is the author of South of the Mouth of Sandy, a true 
story about crime along the Tennessee River. You 
can find it on Amazon or wherever books are sold. 

Chris
EVANS
Press Editor & Publisher

About Town

 2006       2         4 
 2007       5         5 
 2008       2         2 
 2009       1         1 
 2010       4         5 

2011        2         2 
2012        2         2 
2013        2         2 
2014        3         4 
2015        3         3 

2016        1         1 
2017        4         4 
2018        3         3 
2019        2         2 
2020        3         3 

2021        2         2 
2022        0         0 
2023        3         5 
2024        1         1 
2025        0         0

Crittenden County 

Zero Fatal Crashes in 2025 
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Counting Our Blessings 

Local officials trace factors in 
trend toward less deadly traffic
STAFF REPORT 

Kentucky’s highways and 
county roads are often de-
fined by curvy contours, 
rolling terrain and narrow 
two-lane corridors that 
carry far 
more risk 
than their 
traffic counts 
might sug-
gest. Yet re-
cent local 
experience in 
Cr i t t enden 
C o u n t y 
shows that perhaps the 
right mix of luck, law en-
forcement, engineering and 
emergency response can 
dramatically bend the 
safety curve, even as Ken-
tucky roads as a whole 

continue to rank on the 
higher-risk side nationally. 

In 2025, Crittenden 
County recorded zero traf-
fic fatalities, a statistic that 
stands out sharply in a 
rural region where serious 
crashes are often unavoid-
able. Crittenden County 
Sheriff Evan Head cautions 
against complacency, but 
credits consistent law en-
forcement visibility for 
some of the progress.  

“We’ve been blessed, and 
just pray that it continues 
for the safety of our entire 
community,” Head said. 

According to the sheriff, 
being seen matters as 
much as writing tickets. 

“Visibility and a regular 
law enforcement presence 

on the roads 
are the 
biggest de-
terrents to 
speeding,” he 
said.  

W h i l e 
deputies do 
issue cita-
tions, many traffic stops 
end with verbal or written 
warnings aimed at correct-
ing behavior before it leads 
to a crash. In 2025, the 
sheriff’s office recorded 73 
total collisions – all non-
fatal – and issued 44 traffic 
citations, fewer citations 
than in each of the previ-
ous two years. Perhaps not 
coincidentally, 2025 was  
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Sheriff Head

Jim Duke

Ford- 
Benningfield

STAFF REPORT 
Three candidates have filed for judge-ex-

ecutive, two for jailer and two for sheriff in 
Crittenden County, and all candidates for 
local offices in 2026 primary election are Re-
publicans. The primary will be held Tues-
day, May. 19. Friday was the last day to file 
for partisan office seeking.  

Candidates interested in running in non-
partisan races like city council and school 
board have until June 2 to file for the Nov. 
3 general election. 

On Thursday, candidates will meet at 2 
p.m., at the county office complex to draw 
for position on the ballot. The date and time 
for this procedure are set by statute. If can-
didates cannot attend, they may send a per- 
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Three seek judge’s post in May primary

Citing wrongful termination and more 

Former admin suing city
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Deaths
Miller

Jewell Allen Miller, 64, 
of Marion, died Friday, 
Jan. 9, 2026 at Ray & Kay 
Eckstein Hospice Care 
Center in Pa-
ducah.

He was a 
U.S. Army 
N a t i o n a l 
Guard vet-
eran. He 
worked at 
Perry’s Saw-
mill and 
Marion Hard-
wood for over 
30 years and 
was of the 
Baptist faith.

S u r v i v -
ing are 
two daughters, Tammy 
(Nathen) Lloyd of Tunnel 
Hill, Ga., and Chastity Mc-
Lean of Booneville, Ind.; 
a son, Adam Lace昀eld 
of Owensboro; two step-
daughters, Patricia Martin 
of Marion and Chancey 
Coleman of Madisonville; 
four sisters, Cindy (Bobby) 
Cornwell of Dixon, Rosetta 
(Eddie) King of Henderson, 
Bonnie Wismer of Hender-
son and Michelle (Danny) 
Nelms of Salem; a brother, 
Mike Miller of Madisonville 
12; grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren, and 
very special friend Shirley 
Jones.

He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Mari-
lyn Faye Miller; a daugh-
ter, Sandra Louise Miller; 
four brothers; Leon Miller, 
Thomas Miller, Roy Miller 
and Billy Miller; and three 
sisters Becky Rickbough, 
Donna Miller and Flora 
Miller. His parents were 
Edward and Alice (Rush-
ing) Hallum.

Funeral services were 
Tuesday, Jan. 13 in the 
chapel of Boyd Funeral 
Directors and Cremation 
Services. Burial was in 
Pleasant Grove Cemetery.

Condolences may be left 
online at boydfuneraldi-
rectors.com.

Dunkerson
Lena Wave Dunkerson, 

95, of Burna, died Sat-
urday, Jan. 10, 2026 at 
Salem Springlake Health 
and Rehabilitation Center.

She was a graduate of 
L i v i n g s t o n 
High School’s 
class of 1948 
and was a 
member of 
Dyer Hill Bap-
tist Church.

Surv iv ing 
are two sons, 
Ricky (Vickie) Dunker-
son and Barry (Tina) 
Dunkerson, both of Bur-
na; 昀ve grandchildren, 
Corey (Sarah) Dunkerson, 
Kacey (Hunter) Sullivan, 
Ashley (Michael) Haney, 
Kailey Dunkerson and 
Molley Dunkerson; 昀ve 
great-grandchildren, Del-
aney, Dakota, Deagan, Ivy 
and Holland; and a niece, 
Tana Doom.

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
GW Dunkerson; and a 
brother, Waldo Coffer. Her 
parents were Arthur and 
Annie (Sullivant) Coffer.

Funeral services are at 
2 p.m., Thursday, Jan. 15 
in the chapel of Boyd Fu-
neral Directors and Cre-
mation Services with Bro. 
Jerry Merritt of昀ciating.

Burial will follow in Dyer 
Hill Cemetery.

Friends may visit with 
the family from noon un-
til the funeral hour in the 
chapel of Boyd Funeral 
Directors and Cremation 
Services.

Condolences may be left 
online at boydfuneraldi-
rectors.com.

Dunkerson
Brenda Jean Dunker-

son, 78, of Salem, died 
Thursday, Jan. 8, 2026 
at Livingston Hospital and 
Healthcare Services.

Dunkerson was born 
Aug. 16, 1947, in Junc-
tion, Ill., to 
Joseph Earl 
Damron and 
Norma Jean 
Dilback Phil-
lips.

She was a 
1965 grad-
uate of Wo-
odriver High School in 
Woodriver, Ill.

She was a member of 
New Union General Bap-
tist Church where in the 
past she taught Sunday 
school and Vacation Bible 
School. She was also play 
director with her sister 
Pam. She was involved in 
the “Ditney” Craft Ladies 
group, and crafting and 
sewing were her favor-
ite pasttimes. She retired 
after over 20 years with 
the Kentucky Cabinet of 
Health and Family Ser-
vices. She was a tax pre-
parer and bookkeeper for 
many years after her re-
tirement from the state.

Surviving are a son, 
Anthony “Tony” (April) 
Dunkerson of Salem; 
grandson, Austin (Lil-
lie) Dunkerson of Salem; 
granddaughter, Ashleigh 
Dunkerson of Paducah; 
great-granddaughter, Au-
rora of Salem; sister, Pam 
Champion; brothers, Wil-
liam (Bill) Damron, Gary 
Phillips and Kenny Phil-
lips; a stepbrother, Stan-
ley (Debbie) Shuecraft; 
and several nieces and 
nephews.

She was preceded in 
death by her husband of 
54 years, Gary Dunker-
son; her parents; stepfa-
ther, Earl Phillips; step-
mother, Ophelia Damron; 
two brothers, Joseph 
Damron and James 
(Jimmy) Damron; and 
a step-brother, Danny 
Shuecraft.

Funeral services were 
Sunday, Jan. 11 in the 
chapel of Boyd Funeral 
Directors and Cremation 
Services. Burial was in 
Salem Cemetery.

Paid obituary

Hobbs
Dorothy Marie Hobbs, 

77, of Marion died Jan. 8, 
2026 at her home in Mar-
ion. She was a member 
of Crooked 
Creek Baptist 
Church.

S u r v i v -
ing are her 
d a u g h t e r , 
Melinda (Mi-
cheal) Tra-
vis of Mar-
ion; two grandchildren, 
Jacob (Ashley) Hunt of 
Marion and Kaylin Travis 
of Smithland; 昀ve great 
grandchildren, Macy, 
Shane, Owen, Cade and 
Olivia; two brothers, Rich-
ard Leo Winters; special 
friend, Paul Crowell and 
special caregiver, Phyllis 
Buchanan.

Hobbs was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Mike Hobbs; parents, 

Richard and Rosalee Win-
ters; two sisters, Thelma 
Winders and Lora Buck-
man; and a brother, Ray 
Winters.

Services were Saturday, 
Jan. 10 at Gilbert Funer-
al Home in Marion. Burial 
was in Mapleview Ceme-
tery.

Crayne
Patricia Ann Morgan 

Crayne, 83, of Princeton, 
died Sunday, Jan. 11, 
2026 at Caldwell Medical 
Center.

 She was born Aug. 1, 
1942 to the 
late Thomas 
Leon Mor-
gan and Ma-
bel Booker 
Weisheimer.

She was 
a woman of 
deep faith and 
loving spirit. She loved 
God and loved to sing, 
and she always seemed 
to have a special scripture 
ready for any situation. 
Her mission in life was to 
let everyone she met know 
that Jesus was coming 
and that He is the Savior.

 She was a devoted 
member of Walnut Bap-
tist Church, where she 
faithfully taught Sunday 
school, participated in 
the women’s group and 
enjoyed teaching Vaca-
tion Bible School. She 
especially loved the chil-
dren and found great joy 
in helping them grow in 
their faith. She was also 
a proud member of the 
Eastern Star.

Above all, Patricia loved 
her family. She was a de-
voted wife, mother, and 
grandmother whose love, 
faith, and example will 
be cherished and remem-
bered by all who knew her.

Surviving are her chil-
dren, Terri Sue (Terry) 
Brown of Franklin, Ta-
Juana (Terry) Davis of 
Princeton, Pamala “Pam” 
(Keith) Williams of Princ-
eton, Angela Dawn (Craig) 
Hawkins of Princeton, 
Morgan Thomas (Rebecca) 
Crayne and Roy Franklin 
(Melissa) Crayne, both of 
Princeton; brothers, Rod-
ney Weisheimer and David 
Morgan; several grand-
children, Lisa Brown, Ja-
son Brown, Trace Davis, 
Taryn Davis, Charles-
Taylen Davis, Barkley 
Hudson, Ben Hudson, 
Adam Wood, John Logan 
Wood, Meadow Brooke 
Crayne Davis, Alexis 
Richie, Travis Crayne, 
Audrey Crayne, Addyson 
Schott, Braydon Schott, 
Cohen Schott, Reid 
Crayne and Kate Crayne; 
several great-grandchil-
dren, nieces and neph-
ews, all of whom she loved 
昀ercely.

 In addition to her par-
ents, she was preceded 
in death by her husband, 
Charles Edward Crayne; 
a son, Michael Edward 
Crayne; brothers, Ronnie 
Morgan, Thomas Mor-
gan and Robert Allen 
Weisheimer.

 Visitation is from 11 
a.m.-1 p.m., Friday, Jan. 
16 at Morgan’s Funeral 
Home.

 Services are at 1 p.m, at 
Morgan’s Funeral Home 
with Bro. Terry Davis of-
昀ciating. Burial will follow 
at Piney Fork Cemetery in 
Crittenden County.

 Memorial contributions 
may be made to Oneida 
Baptist Institute, Chris-
tian School for Children, 

11 Mulberry Street, Onei-
da, KY 40972.

 Paid obituary

Sunderland
Shirley May Sunder-

land, 85 of Marion, died 
Saturday, 

Jan. 10, 
2026 at Se-
lect Medical 
in Evansville, 
Ind.

Born in 
Hammond, 
Ind., she 
g r a d u a t e d 
from Ham-
mond Clark High School 
in 1958.

She was a homemaker 
and of the Baptist faith.

Surviving are 昀ve 
daughters, Gwen (Todd 
Murray) Davis of Madi-
son, Ind.; Betsy Harrod 
of Paducah, Sue Perry of 
Golden, Colo., Gretchen 
(David) Brown of Paducah 
and Terri (Ken) Pryor of 
Marion; six grandchildren, 
Brandi Anderson, Leslie 
Sunderland, Heather Wy-
att, Natasha Perry, Lu-
cas Davis, Dalton Pryor; 
14 great-grandchildren; 
three great-great-grand-
children; 昀ve sisters, Dora 
Smith, Helen Lee, Judy 
Satkowski, Sarah Bishop 
and Sheryl Saucedo; and 
many nieces and neph-
ews.

She was preceded in 

death by her husband, 
Charlie “Wahoo”Sunder-
land; her  parents, Leo 
Donald and Elsie Marie 
Christian Powell; four 
brothers, Donald, Arthur, 
Earnest and Kenneth 
Powell; a sister, Betty Mat-
tingly; and a great-grand-
son.

Funeral services are at 
1 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 17 
at Myers Funeral Home 
with burial in Salem Cem-
etery. Friends may visit 
beginning at 11 a.m., and 
until service time.

Community Calendar
Call (270) 965-3191 to share your organization’s meetings in 

this free, weekly community calendar. 

Thursday, Jan. 15
• Line dancing begins at 9:30 a.m., at the Crittenden County 
Senior Center.
• 4-H Art Club will meet at 5 p.m. at the Crittenden County 
Extension Annex.

Monday, Jan. 19
• The Crittenden County Extension of昀ce will be closed in 
observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.

Wednesday, Jan. 21
• Extension District Board meeting is scheduled for noon at the 
Crittenden County Extension of昀ce.



STAFF REPORT 
The newly seated 2026 Crittenden 

County Grand Jury met last week and 
indicted four five individuals on a vari-
ety of charges. 

A grand jury is a panel of citizens 
convened by the circuit court to deter-
mine whether there is sufficient evi-
dence to formally charge someone with 
a felony or certain serious crimes. The 
grand jury reviews evidence presented 
by the Commonwealth’s attorney, may 
hear testimony from witnesses, and 
then decides whether to return an in-
dictment, which is the formal charging 
document. Grand jury proceedings are 
conducted in private, and the grand 
jury does not decide guilt or innocence, 
only whether enough evidence exists to 
move a case forward to circuit court. 

•Jeffrey R. Patterson, 56, of Marion 
was indicted on a felony charge of cul-
tivating marijuana, five or more plants, 
first offense.  

•Roderick Mills, 62, of Marion was 
indicted on a single felony count of im-
personating a police officer. Authorities 
say he impersonated a law enforcement 
officer during an illegal traffic stop on 
Aug. 5 at Liberty Fuels on the south 
side of Marion. 

•Dustin McKinney, 35, and Andrew 
Bryan, 29, were both indicted on a su-
perseding indictment to clarify the 
proper version of Kentucky statutes for 
which they were previously indicted. 
Both face second-degree manslaughter 
charges, Class C felonies, in the fen-
tanyl-related death of a 22-year-old 
Marion man in 2023. 

•Brian Keith Odom, 43, of Eddyville 
was indicted on a felony charge of fla-
grant non-support. A warrant was is-
sued for his arrest.  

STAFF REPORT 
A Dawson Springs man 

pleaded guilty to an amended 
misdemeanor charge stem-
ming from a 2024 burglary in-
vestigation at an unoccupied 
home in rural Crittenden 
County. 

Antony Y. Petrakis, 45, of 
Dawson Springs, pleaded 
guilty last week in Crittenden 
Circuit Court to first-degree 
criminal trespassing, a Class A 
misdemeanor, after the charge 
was amended from a Class C 
felony. He was sentenced to 
365 days in jail, to run concur-
rently with time he is already 
serving on a Hopkins County 
felony case from 2019. Petrakis 
has more than six years re-
maining on that sentence after 
his probation was revoked fol-
lowing the new charge. He has 
already been held more than a 
year since his arrest on the 
Crittenden County charge. 

The victim in the case is 
listed as the estate of William 
Ralph Paris, and the court or-

dered that property be re-
turned to the estate. A co-de-
fendant previously pleaded 
guilty and was ordered to pay 
restitution after being found in 
possession of some of the 
stolen items, some of which 
could not be returned. 

The case stems from an Oct. 
12, 2024, burglary at an unoc-
cupied home off KY 506 that 
belonged to the estate of a re-
cently deceased man. Thou-
sands of dollars in items were 
taken, including surveying 
equipment, a cellphone and a 
decorative holiday wreath. In-
vestigators said extensive dam-
age was done to the home as 
the intruder attempted to re-
move a window air-condition-
ing unit and force entry 
through windows and doors, 
eventually gaining access 
through the front door using 
tools from an outdoor shed. 

Crittenden County Sheriff’s 
Deputy James Duncan traced 

the stolen cellphone to an 
apartment complex in Dawson 
Springs. With assistance from 
Dawson Springs police, officers 
identified the suspect’s apart-
ment after locating the distinc-
tive holiday wreath hanging on 
the door. Petrakis was arrested 
Oct. 30, 2024, and initially 
charged with second-degree 
burglary, theft, criminal mis-
chief and possession of bur-
glary tools. 

•Michael Lee Cruzen, 32, of 
Marion, pleaded guilty to four 
felony charges stemming from 
a firearms incident involving a 
woman and her two teenage 
children. 

Cruzen entered guilty pleas 
to two counts of felony first-de-
gree wanton endangerment 
and two counts of misde-
meanor second-degree unlaw-
ful imprisonment. Prosecutors 
said he discharged a firearm in 
close proximity to the victims 
during the incident. 

He was sentenced to one 
year on each felony count and 
365 days on the misde-
meanors, with all time to run 
concurrently, for a total sen-
tence of one year. Because a 
firearm was involved, the case 
qualifies as a violent offender 
offense, requiring Cruzen to 
serve 85 percent of the sen-
tence before becoming eligible 
for release. 

As part of the plea agree-
ment, one count of wanton en-
dangerment and one count of 
unlawful imprisonment were 
dismissed. Those dismissed 
counts involved the adult vic-
tim; the remaining charges 
pertained to the two children. 
Prosecutors also opposed pro-
bation. 

•Josh Hunter, 44, of Marion, 
was found to have violated 
terms of his probation in a fla-
grant non-support conviction. 
The court sanctioned him for 
failing multiple drug tests and 
ordered him to spend 30 days 
in jail, and did not oppose 

weekend work release. 
•Richard Hardin, 43, pleaded 

guilty to a felony drug charge 
and misdemeanor charges of 
trespassing and possession of 
drug paraphernalia. Court 
records say that in September 
of last year, Hardin located a 
key to a home in Marion, en-
tered it and took a photo of 
himself while inside and sent it 
to someone. Marion Police De-
partment and Crittenden 
County Sheriff’s Department 
responded to the call and 
found Hardin in possession of 
methamphetamine. 

He was sentenced to three 
years on the meth charge, his 
second offense, and 365 days 
on the two misdemeanors. 
Upon recommendation from 
the commonwealth, the court 
probated the sentence for five 
years so long as he completes 
court-ordered treatment and 
other provisions of probation. 
He is applying for acceptance 
into the Drug Court program. 

THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, Thursday, January 15, 2026                                                                                                                                 3

 CRITTENDEN Grand Jury

 CRITTENDEN COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

Bank’s 
leadership 
changes 

 
First United Bancorp 

has announced a 
planned transition in its 
board leadership, with 
longtime Chairman Jerry 
T. Markham stepping 
down from that role while 
remaining a member of 
the board of directors. 

Markham was one of 
the bank’s founding 
members when it opened 
March 29, 1996, and has 
served as chairman of 
the board since January 
2012. Board members 
credited him with guid-
ing the institution 
through nearly three 
decades of growth while 
maintaining its focus on 
community banking. 

“Jerry Markham has 
been instrumental in 
shaping First United 
Bank and Trust Com-
pany from its inception,” 
the board said in a joint 
statement. “His vision, 
dedication and leader-
ship have been founda-
tional to our success. We 

are grateful he will con-
tinue to share his experi-
ence and insight as a 
board member.” 

The board has ap-
pointed Kenwyn Riddle 
as chairwoman, effective 
Jan. 1. Riddle has served 
on the board since 2011 
and is a longtime busi-
ness leader in the Madis-
onville area. She is the 
daughter of bank 
founder Kenneth O. Tay-
lor and attended the Uni-
versity of Kentucky and 
Brescia College. Riddle 
also served for 15 years 
as treasurer for St. Vin-
cent de Paul. 

Tim Capps has been 
named vice chairman. 
Capps has served on the 
board since July 2020 
and is a graduate of Mur-
ray State University. He 
is president of Par 4 Plas-
tics and is involved in re-
gional economic 
development, serving on 
multiple boards across 
western Kentucky. 

“Kenwyn and Tim rep-
resent the next genera-

tion of leadership for 
First United Bank and 
Trust Company,” 
Markham said. “Their 
combined experience in 
business development 
and community engage-
ment positions the bank 
well for continued suc-
cess.” 

Riddle said she is com-
mitted to continuing the 
bank’s mission of com-
munity service. 

“It is an honor to build 
on the strong foundation 
established by Jerry and 
the founding board mem-
bers,” she said. “Serving 
our communities will re-
main our guiding princi-
ple.” 

Founded in 1996, First 
United Bank and Trust 
Company is a commu-
nity bank with $598 mil-
lion in assets serving 
Western Kentucky. The 
bank recently earned a 
five-star superior rating 
from BauerFinancial, an 
independent bank rating 
firm. 

        Capps                     Riddle                   Markham

Kentuckians can now download 
Kentucky Mobile ID, a secure digital 
version of a standard or REAL ID 
driver’s license or state ID that is 
accepted at Transportation Security 
Administration checkpoints for air 
travel at more than 250 airports. 

The mobile ID, verified through 
records maintained by the Ken-
tucky Transportation Cabinet, al-
lows users to confirm their identity 
at TSA checkpoints while sharing 
only the information required for 
verification. Officials emphasized 
that the digital ID does not replace 
a physical driver’s license or ID, 
which should still be carried. 

A Kentucky Mobile 
ID is stored on a smart-
phone and protected by 
the device’s PIN, Touch 
ID or Face ID. If a 
phone is lost or stolen, 
the digital ID remains 
locked, unlike a physi-
cal card that could be 
misused. The app’s au-
thenticity is confirmed 
through KYTC licensing 
records created when a 
driver’s license or state 
ID is issued. 

Kentucky joins 18 
other states on the app. 

CITY 
Continued from page 1 

-Benningfield. 
She seeks lost wages, liquidated dam-

ages, emotional distress damages, rep-
utational damages, attorney’s fees, and 
other relief. The case was filed in U.S. 
District Court for the Western District 
of Kentucky in Paducah, and includes 
a demand for a jury trial.  

Ford-Benningfield is represented by 
Eddins Domine Law Group in 
Louisville. 

Contacted by The Press for a re-
sponse, Mayor Browning said the city 
does not have a statement at this time, 
citing pending litigation. She did say 
the city has filed a claim with its insur-
ance carrier through the Kentucky 
League of Cities with regard to the legal 
action. The insurance carrier will pro-
vide independent legal counsel to han-
dle the matter. 

Ford-Benningfield was hired in the 
spring of 2023. Her tenure ended in Oc-
tober. 

Court sentences man in case where missing wreath found

Newly seated grand jury 
issues five indictments

Rite Temp, a local HVAC company, is constructing a new warehouse and fabrication 
shop adjacent to a recently acquired building on Main Street in Marion that will serve 
as its new headquarters. The recently purchased building previously housed Belt 
Realty. Work on the exterior of the 30-by-70 shop began with framing last week, and 
by Friday the exterior was complete. Rite Temp owner Ira Hancock said the company 
has about 16 employees between the Marion operation and its Fires Heating and Air 
Conditioning location in Paducah. The development on the south side of town is less 
than a block from another new building where Rocket Tire is working on its new lo-
cation at the corner of Main and Gum streets.

NONE 
Continued from page 1 

an average year for non-
fatal collisions. There 
were 63 in 2023 and 83 
in 2024. 

Over the past 20 years, 
there have been only two 
years when there were 
no traffic deaths in Crit-
tenden County and both 
have come in the past 
four years, which many 
hope is a signal of safer 
roadways.  

The past five years 
have been the least 
deadly period on Critten-
den County roadways in 
the last two decades. 

Improvements in high-
way safety can be attrib-
uted to a variety of 
factors. 

Engineering changes 
on the roadway itself 
have proven decisive. 
Over the past several 
years, the Kentucky 
Transportation Cabinet 
has invested heavily in 
safety-focused design 
statewide. According to 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
spokesperson Carrie Dil-
lard, more than 3,500 
highway construction 
projects totaling over 
$6.7 billion have been 
awarded in the last five 
years alone. “The con-
stant work in engineer-
ing safer roadways, 
intersections and bridges 
is making a difference,” 
Dillard said, noting that 
statewide fatalities are 
down 7 percent com-
pared to this time last 
year. 

In Crittenden County, 
a 2019 Highway Safety 
Improvement Program 
project targeted a seven-
mile stretch of US 60 
from Rosebud Hill to the 
C r i t t e n d e n - U n i o n 
County line. That work 
in the northern quadrant 
of the county corrected 
roadway banking, 
widened shoulders and 
improved drainage. Com-
paring five years before 
and after construction, 
total collisions dropped 
from 93 to 27, injuries 
fell from 52 to 12, and fa-
talities dropped from two 
to zero. A high-friction 
surface treatment ap-
plied prior to construc-
tion further reduced 
crashes, especially dur-
ing rain. 

On another typically 
hazardous stretch of 
roadway in the eastern 
part of the county at 
Deanwood Curve on KY 
120, the state lowered 
the speed limit to 35 
mph and installed large 
warning signs and 
chevron markers.  

Sheriff Head said the 
payoff has been measur-
able, particularly in 
those known problem 
areas. Crash numbers 
have declined in both 
Deadwood and around 
the Rosebud. 

“In the past, it seemed 
like every time it rained, 
there was a wreck at 
Rosebud,” Head said.  

Alcohol-related DUIs 
have also dropped signif-
icantly. Instead, most re-
cent impairment cases 
involve drugs rather than 
alcohol, with metham-
phetamine and mari-
juana accounting for the 
majority, the sheriff said. 
Both are a dangerous 
cocktail for drivers and 
motorists they meet on 
public roadways. 

Emergency medical 
providers are seeing 
fewer DUI crashes and 
more wrecks involving 
inattention. Jim Duke, 
administrator for Com-
Care ambulance service 
which serves Crittenden, 
Ohio, Todd and Logan 
counties in Kentucky, 
said traffic trauma tends 
to run in cycles.  

“Some years they are 
up, some years they are 
down,” Duke said. “How-
ever, a year with zero fa-
talities is exceptional.” 

Duke attributes that 
outcome to several con-
verging factors, including 
stronger enforcement, 
better compliance with 
traffic laws, meaningful 
improvements to road 
conditions and perhaps 
the least visible, but 
maybe the most critical 
factor, is trauma re-
sponse time.  

Duke emphasized that 
not every serious crash 
becomes a fatality. In 
rural counties far from 
trauma centers, survival 
often hinges on speed. 
“Crittenden County has 
been very fortunate to 
have quick access to air 
medical services,” he 
said.  

Air Evac Lifeteam has 

a helicopter ambulance 
base located in Marion 
right behind Crittenden 
Community Hospital. 
Duke said quick re-
sponse times from EMS 
ground units and rapid 
transport to trauma cen-
ters in Nashville or 
Evansville can be the dif-
ference between life and 
death, preventing fatali-
ties that might otherwise 
occur. 

Duke also pointed to a 
broader regional trend of 
declining DUI-related 
crashes, even as inatten-
tive driving has in-
creased.  

“Across the entire re-
gion ComCare serves, 
we’re seeing a decrease 
in DUI crashes,” Duke 
said. “At the same time, 
we’re seeing a significant 
increase in accidents 
caused by inattentive 
driving, particularly driv-
ers distracted by cell 
phones.” 

Despite local suc-
cesses, Kentucky still 
trails much of the nation 
in highway safety. Ac-
cording to the Insurance 
Institute for Highway 
Safety, Kentucky 
recorded 814 traffic 
deaths in 2023, with a 
fatality rate of 1.66 
deaths per 100 million 
vehicle miles traveled. 
The national rate was 
about 1.26, meaning 
Kentucky’s per-mile risk 
was roughly one-third 
higher than average. 
Kentucky is not the 
worst. States like Missis-
sippi rank higher, but 
the commonwealth re-
mains on the higher-risk 
side of the national spec-
trum. 

Statewide, Kentucky 
Transportation Cabinet 
officials are expanding 
proven “SAFERoad Solu-
tions,” including re-
duced-conflict U-turns, 
double crossover dia-
mond interchanges and, 
soon, roundabouts. Dil-
lard said that national 
data show these designs 
dramatically reduce se-
vere crashes by eliminat-
ing dangerous crossing 
movements. In Trigg 
County, for example, a 
reduced-conflict U-turn 
intersection eliminated 
fatalities entirely in the 
four years following con-
struction.

KY joins Mobile ID for DLs



SIC posts academic 
honoree’s listing 

Southeastern Illinois College 
has released its academic hon-
ors lists for the fall 2025 se-
mester, recognizing students 
who earned placement on the 
President’s List and Vice Presi-
dent’s List. 

Among the Kentucky stu-
dents named to the President’s 
List, which requires a perfect 
4.0 GPA, are Josie Jackson of 
Eddyville; Keeley Waddell of 
Morganfield; and Cora Syers of 
Sturgis. 

Kentucky students earning 
spots on the Vice President’s 
List, reserved for students with 
grade point averages between 
3.25 and 3.99, include Cailey 
Divine of Morganfield. 

To qualify for either list, stu-
dents must complete a mini-
mum of 12 credit hours during 
the fall or spring semester, or 
six credit hours during the 
summer term, while maintain-
ing strong academic perform-
ance. 

 

Cumberlands names 
Dean’s List qualifiers 

University of the Cumber-
lands has announced students 
named to the Dean’s List for 
the fall 2025 semester in 
recognition of academic 
achievement. 

Local honorees include Ains-
ley Elder and Holly Sigler, both 
of Morganfield; Tyler Gentry of 
Sturgis; Kendra Johnston of 
Ledbetter; and Olivia Noff-
singer and Laura Stephenson, 
both of Princeton. 

The Dean’s List is compiled 
by the Office of Academic Af-
fairs and recognizes students 
who demonstrate outstanding 
academic performance during 
the semester. 

 

Local students are 
recognized at SNHU 

Southern New Hampshire 
University has named several 
area students to its Fall 2025 
President’s List, recognizing 
full-time undergraduates who 
earned a grade-point average 
of 3.700 or higher during the 
September–December term. 

Local honorees include Ka-
lynn Jackson and Samantha 
Rhoades of Marion and Alexi 
Farr of Princeton. 

To qualify, students must 
complete at least 12 credits 
over a 16-week term or paired 
eight-week terms within the 
fall session. 

 

Guess among Dean’s 
List at Lindsey Wilson 

Lindsey Wilson University 
has recognized local students 
for academic achievement dur-
ing the 2025 fall semester. 

Taylor Guess, of Marion, and 
Pryor Lamb, of Sturgis, were 
named to the Dean’s List at 
Lindsey Wilson University. 

The Dean’s List honors full-
time undergraduate students 
who earn a grade point average 
of 3.50 or higher on a 4.00 

scale and remain in good aca-
demic standing for the semes-
ter. 

Founded in 1903 and affili-
ated with The United Methodist 
Church, Lindsey Wilson is a 
private liberal arts university 
located in Columbia. The uni-
versity offers undergraduate, 
graduate and doctoral pro-
grams and sponsors 29 inter-
collegiate varsity athletic 
teams. 

 

Livingston deputy 
completes training 

Livingston 
County Sheriff’s 
Office announced 
that Deputy Bran-
don Vargas has 
graduated from the 
Kentucky Depart-
ment of Criminal 
Justice Training 
Academy, completing Class No. 
564. 

Vargas began the academy 
July 14, 2025, and completed 
the 22-week program, which 
included four weeks of online 
instruction followed by 18 
weeks of in-person training. 
Class No. 564 was only the 
second DOCJT class to com-
plete training at the Madis-

onville location. 
During the academy, Vargas 

earned the Fit for Duty Award, 
which recognizes recruits who 
demonstrate exceptional phys-
ical fitness, resilience and 
readiness for the demands of 
law enforcement service. 

 

KU joins 811 B4UDig, 
eliminates extra call 

Customers of Kentucky Utili-
ties and excavators working 
within the utility’s service area 
can contact Kentucky 811 to 
have underground electric lines 
marked, eliminating the need 
to notify the utility directly. 

The change follows Kentucky 
Utilities expanding its mem-
bership in Kentucky 811 and is 
intended to simplify the 
process of requesting utility 
line markings before digging. 
Contacting 811 is required by 
law and helps prevent costly 
repairs, fines, serious injuries 
or death. The service is free. 

“We’re always exploring new 
opportunities to improve our 
customers’ experience and 
make it easier to do business 
with us,” said Peter Waldrab, 
vice president of electric distri-

bution at LG&E and Kentucky 
Utilities. “Expanding our Ken-
tucky 811 membership to all 
LG&E and KU service areas 
simplifies the process for re-
questing underground utility 
line markings and helps ensure 
customers and excavators are 
digging safely. Keeping every-
one safe is our top priority.” 

Kentucky Utilities and sister 
utility Louisville Gas and Elec-
tric have also launched a video 
series, “Digging into Safe Dig-
ging,” to answer common 
questions about excavation 
projects. More information is 
available at lge-ku.com/811. 
Customers can dial 811 or visit 
Kentucky 811 online to submit 
a locate request before begin-
ning any digging project. 

 

Phelps named to  
Dean’s List UE 

Marley Phelps of Marion has 
been named to the Fall 2025 
Dean’s List at University of 
Evansville, the university an-
nounced. 

To qualify for the Dean’s 
List, students must carry a full 
academic load of at least 12 
credit hours and earn a grade 
point average of 3.5 or higher. 

The University of Evansville 
is a private institution founded 
in 1854 and located in Evans-
ville, Ind. Known as the Purple 
Aces, the university offers more 
than 75 majors, competes in 
17 NCAA Division I sports and 
provides a study abroad pro-
gram at Harlaxton College in 
England.  

 

Additions to last 
week’s death list 

Last week, The Press pub-
lished its annual compliation of 
deaths from the previous year. 
In aggregating the list, the fol-
lowing names were inadver-
tently left out. 
Robert C. Bradford, 93 
Opal Naomi “Honey” Jamison, 101 
Caryon Sue Tabor, 70 
Charles Ronnie Glore, 74 
Arnold K. “Jerry” Jerome, Jr., 83 
Charles (Doug) Curnel, 80 
Raymond Everett Belt, 85 
Steven Douglas Mitchell 
Cynthia “Darleen” Pierce, 75 
Noble Cook Travis, 91 
 

County offices are 
closed for MLK holiday 

In observance of the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day holiday, the 
Crittenden County Office Com-
plex, Crittenden County Road 
Department, Marion Conven-
ience Center and Crittenden 
County Animal Shelter will be 
closed Monday, Jan. 19. Normal 
hours will resume Tuesday, Jan. 
20. 

In addition, the Marion Con-
venience Center and Crittenden 
County Animal Shelter will be 
closed Saturday, Jan. 17, 
through Monday, Jan. 19. Nor-
mal hours will resume Tuesday, 
Jan. 20. 

 
Between Printed Editions  

Tune in to The Press Online 
for breaking news.  

It’s a Free Service to Our Readers! 
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10 YEARS AGO 
January 14, 2016 
n Crittenden County Chamber of Commerce recognized 
Beavers Brothers Car Wash as its Business of the Month 
for January. The car wash had been in business since 
1968. Accepting the award were Kristi Beavers, Curt 
Beavers and Jerry Beavers. 
n Miss Purchase District Fair Queen 2015 Ashley Cali 
Parish, of Marion, and Miss Crittenden County Fair Queen 
2015 Sierra Fields, of Morgantown, competed in Miss Ken-
tucky Fair Queen in Louisville. 
n The Crittenden County Rockets finally secured their first 
victory of the season, defeating Dawson Springs 62-55. 
Leading scorers for the game were Dylan Hollis with 18, 
Will Tolley with 14 and Colby Watson with 13. 
 

25 YEARS AGO 
January 18, 2001 
n The Lady Rockets’ senior forward Kayla Bebout scored 
20 points and grabbed 22 rebounds, leading the Lady 
Rockets to a victory over Dawson Springs in the Class A 
Second Region Tournament. This was the third tourna-
ment win in the last four years for the Lady Rockets. 
n The Crittenden County chess team competed at the 
Lexington Winter Scholastic Chess Tournament. Alex Kirby 
and Dillon Courtright led the charge, earning trophies in 
the primary division, while the elementary team, guided by 
Justin Asbridge and Marcus George, also made a mark. 
Martin Schiller and Ryan Dunn spearheaded the high 
school team’s second-place finish, setting the stage for an 
exciting journey to the state competition. 
n Rockets junior forward Matt Stone came off the bench to 
ignite a 24-12 rally in the third quarter and helped his team 
break a five-game losing streak with a 71-56 home victory 
over Providence. Stone was the leading scorer of the 
game with 21 points. 
 

50 YEARS AGO 
January 15, 1976 
n Marion dentist Dr. Donald L. Wight was named chair-
man of the Crittenden County School Board. Willard 
Easley was elected to a second term as the five-member 
board’s vice chairman. 
n David Perryman was named Player of the Week for his 
efforts in games against Providence and Lone Oak. Perry-
man scored 27 points, grabbed six rebounds and had four 
assists. He was 5 of 13 from the field against Providence 
and 6 of 12 against Lone Oak. 
n Denise Hamilton, Mary Byrum, Linda Cook and Cloyce 
Hughes were installed as officers for 1976 of the Critten-
den County Democratic Women at the organization’s 
meeting. Hamilton was named treasurer, Hughes presi-
dent, Byrum secretary and Cook vice president. 
 

Read Brenda Underdown’s 
Forgotten Passages column at The Press Online 

between newspaper issues. 

From the Press Archives – 17 Years Ago 
A changing of the guard was underway on East Carlisle Street 
in January 2009 when longtime Marion Dry Cleaners owner 
Paul Vaughn turned over the keys to former Crittenden County 
High School football coach Frank Pierce. Vaughn, who had 
owned the business since 1991 and also operated similar 
cleaners in Hopkinsville, Dawson Springs and Paducah, offi-
cially retired but agreed to stay on in a consulting role as long 
as needed. Pierce, then 47, renamed the business Coach’s 
Cleaners and took ownership, continuing full-service operations 
that included traditional and dry cleaning, pressing and alter-
ations for garments, curtains, rugs and other fabrics. Daily op-
erations remained in familiar hands, with longtime employees 
Tink Hicklin, Velma Lynch and Emma Lou Morris continuing 
their work.  

STAFF REPORT 
Representatives from Critten-

den, Livingston and Caldwell 
counties met Monday night at the 
Marion Public Library to continue 
planning a regional celebration 
marking the nation’s 250th birth-
day in June, an effort that has 
steadily gained momentum since 
organizers first gathered in late 
November. 

What began with roughly a 
half-dozen local history enthusi-
asts has grown to more than 20 
participants this month, drawing 
in educators, civic leaders and 
community volunteers from all 
three counties. Organizers noted 
the shared pioneer-era history of 
the region – when Crittenden and 
Caldwell were part of Livingston 
County – as a driving force be-
hind the collaborative approach. 

Plans discussed Monday out-
lined a two-day schedule cen-
tered on heritage, education and 
community involvement. A Friday 
evening parade, tentatively set for 
5 p.m., would feature an Ameri-
can heritage group and a large 
display of U.S. flags, with local 
entertainer Cutter Singleton serv-
ing as master of ceremonies. 

Saturday’s concept focuses on 

bringing American history to life 
through interactive displays rep-
resenting multiple eras and per-
spectives, including Native 
American history, African Ameri-
can experiences, women’s his-
tory, the Civil War and the 
emergence of 20th-century tech-
nology. Organizers are exploring 
a walk-through history format 
with multiple sites across Marion, 
tied together with a “punch card” 
activity that encourages visitors 
to experience each location. An 
observance ceremony will be held 
on the Fohs Hall campus. 

Committee members also dis-
cussed a self-guided driving tour 
using GPS and short historical vi-
gnettes highlighting significant 
regional sites. 

Organizers say plans are still in 
the brainstorming phase, but the 
growing participation reflects 
strong regional interest in creat-
ing a meaningful, inclusive obser-
vance of the nation’s 250th 
anniversary. Additional meetings 
are planned as subcommittees of 
the larger group have been iden-
tified and chairpersons ap-
pointed.

America250 plan coming together for June 

Planning meetings are open to everyone. The next meeting will be at 
the library in Marion at 5 p.m., on Monday, Feb. 9.
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By this time in Janu-
ary, we have had time to 
fail keeping at least one 
of our New Year’s reso-
lutions. I have 
done something 
unusual this 
year. I have de-
layed starting 
two of mine un-
til February – 
for reasons that 
are not worth 
explaining. I 
still make them 
every year. My 
success rate is 
around 50%, 
which I consid-
er pretty good – 
for me.

Along with 
the newness of 
the year, there 
is also the get-
ting back into life that 
happens after the extend-
ed “holiday season.” For 
me it begins the opening 
day of Moder Firearm 
Deer Season and ends 
the 昀rst week of January, 
which is when I celebrate 
my birthday.

There is a time of mal-
aise that sometimes set-
tles in this time of year. 
The lights come down and 

winter is still in 
front of us. The 
days may be 
getting longer, 
but the sky is 
still cloudy and 
cold days are 
ahead.

It is a good 
time to consid-
er habits that 
promote re-
freshing. It is 
not often hard 
to know what 
to do. It can 
be hard to do 
it. With that in 
mind, here are 
a few remind-
ers for us to 

stay refreshed as we set-
tle into our resolutions.

Rest. After God created 
the heavens and the earth, 
he rested. It is possible to 
understand that the 昀rst 
commandment given to 
mankind is to take time 
to rest. There is a lot to 

do in this world. It is easy 
to get so caught up in 
life that we forget to rest. 
This does not mean only 
rest from work. There are 
other things from which 
we can rest. We can rest 
from social media (or any 
media). We can rest from 
trying too hard to make 
things better – breathe. 
We can rest from being 
so hard on ourselves – or 
others. We live in such 
a time that it is easy to 
be in a constant state of 
anxiety or moral outrage 
– be kind to yourself and 
others – take a break. We 
can’t 昀x everything. We 
can’t 昀x anything if we 
are always emotionally 
and physically spent. “Six 
days you shall do your 
work, but on the seventh 
day you shall rest.” (Exo-
dus 23:12).

Music. Listen to some 
music that is uplifting. 
I like classical music. 
It helps me to clear my 
thoughts or put better 
ones in my mind. Most of 
us have a “soundtrack” 

for our lives. Retreat into 
that from time to time. It 
helps me to center on who 
I am. “And whenever the 
evil spirit from God was 
upon Saul, David took 
the lyre and played it with 
his hand; so Saul was 
refreshed, and was well, 
and the evil spirit depart-
ed from him.” (I Samuel 
16:23).

Seek Wisdom. Looking 
to others who have lived 
through troubled times 
in the past (Bonhoeffer, 
C.S. Lewis, Alexander 
Solzhenitsyn, the proph-
ets of the Old Testament, 
John Hus, Abraham Lin-
coln) gives me perspec-
tive. It helps tone down 
the hyperbolic rhetoric 
and reaction that we have 
habituated toward. The 
Proverbs is always a good 
calming read.

Trust in the LORD with 
all your heart,

and do not rely on your 
own insight.

In all your ways ac-
knowledge him,

and he will make 

straight your paths.
Be not wise in your own 

eyes;
fear the LORD, and 

turn away from evil.
It will be healing to your 

昀esh
and refreshment to 

your bones. (Proverbs 
3:5-8)

Find or create good 
news. Do something for 
another person. Find out 
the good things happen-
ing in your community 
and follow those stories. 
Find those people who 
are working to make 
things better for all of us. 
Work with them if possi-
ble. There is nothing as 
refreshing as knowing 
you have done something 
to make the world better 
tomorrow than it was to-
day. Take the small victo-
ries and then do it again 
. . . and again. “May the 
Lord grant mercy to the 
household of Onesipho-
rus, for he often refreshed 
me; he was not ashamed 
of my chains, but when 
he arrived in Rome he 

searched for me eagerly 
and found me.” (I Timothy 
1:16-17)

Turn. Turn toward 
those things that pull us 
to be better human be-
ings. Turn toward those 
people who encourage us. 
“Repent therefore, and 
turn again, that your sins 
may be blotted out, that 
times of refreshing may 
come from the presence 
of the Lord,” (Acts 3:19)

Be patient with your-
self. Failure is a signal 
that we need to learn 
something else or con-
nect with people who can 
help us. Be patient with 
the process, get up (or ac-
cept help to get up), and 
try again. There are pos-
sibilities for refreshing all 
around us. Seeking them 
out intentionally will keep 
us all moving in the right 
direction. 

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Rest, wisdom, and renewal for the year ahead

n Suicidal thoughts? Stop! Email dbrant-
pc@tds.net and request a video link that 
hopefully will change your mind.

n A blessing box containing non-perish-
able food and household goods is located 
on the Bellville Street entrance of Marion 
United Methodist Church. 

n Old Salem Baptist Church has a Bless-
ing Box located next to the church at 117 
Old Salem Church Rd. Everyone is wel-
come to take items or place them in the box 
for others to enjoy.

n First Baptist Church of Fredonia food 
pantry is open from 4-5:30 p.m., third 
Wednesday of each month in Coleman Hall 
of the church.

n Cave Springs Baptist Church between 
Lola and Joy in Livingston County offers 
food 24 hours a day, 7 days week at its 
outdoor Blessing Box in front of the church.

n The Clothes Closet of the First Bap-
tist Church in Fredonia is open to serve 
the area with free clothes. The Clothes 
Closet is operated from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
each Thursday. The Clothes Closet will be 
closed in case of severe weather.

n Fredonia Unity Baptist Church’s 
clothes closet is open from 9 a.m. to noon 
on the second and fourth Saturday of every 
month.

n The clothes closet at Mexico Baptist 
Church is open from 9 to 11:30 a.m. each 
Monday.

Religious Outreach

Only Jesus can take care 
of our need for forgiveness

Question: Why do Christians say, 
“You must trust Jesus for forgiveness 
of sins and to go to heaven?” Is it 
enough to just be a good person? I live 
a moral life that is better than a lot of 
the people I see going to church. I help 
people all the time. I’m a nice person. 
Why should I trust in Jesus?

Answer: The reason is every per-
son has the problem of sin in his life. 
The Bible says, “For all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God” 
(Rom. 3:23). To put that in everyday 
language, it is: People choose to dis-
obey God and go their own way. This 
results in separation from God.

Sin leads to eternal death, but God 
wants you to live with Him for all eterni-
ty. God has given the only solution for 
our sin problem. He sent His one and 
only Son, Jesus Christ, into the world 
to live a life without sin so He could die 

the death for sin we deserve. He paid 
the penalty for our sin on an old rug-
ged cross. God raised Jesus from the 
dead, and His resurrected life means 
He is God. Through faith in what Jesus 
did for us we can have forgiveness of 
sin and a relationship with God now 
and throughout eternity.

Jesus’ death paid the price for for-
giveness for all, but it does not come 
to us automatically. We must trust Him 
as our Savior and Lord. To do so, we 
need to repent (turn from our sins and 
ask God’s forgiveness). Then, by faith 
receive Jesus Christ into one’s heart 
and life and live for Him. Next, start 
attending church. That will help you 
grow in your faith. Follow up those ac-
tions by being baptized as an expres-
sion of your faith.

Send your questions to: bob@
bobhardison.com

AAsskk tthhee PPaassttoorr
By Bob Hardison



Victory gardens, victory drives and war bonds
For several years after 

the start of World War II, 
Dec. 7, 1941, the words 
heard in the homes of 
Crittenden Countians 
were Victory Gardens, 
Victory Drives and War 
Bonds. With approxi-
mately one-twelfth of 
the total population of 
Crittenden County in 
the armed forces with 
Crittenden County sol-
diers, sailors, marines or 
coast guardsmen in 100 
Army camps and at ev-
ery major battle front of 
the world, prayers were 
going up from Crittenden 
County homes morning, 
noon and night for the 
safe return of these same 
昀ghting men.

From the archives of 
The Crittenden Press, we 
learn of some of the ac-
tions being taken in our 
home town and county 
in the year 1943 to help 
the cause to win the war 
and bring our young 
safely back home.

–––
Grow Victory Gardens
Here’s the most im-

portant community job 
outside of our War Bond 
drive that we’ve under-
taken since the war be-
gan. It’s our big com-
munity Victory Garden 
program. We’re 
all putting our 
shoulders to 
the wheel. Our 
goal is a Victory 
Garden for ev-
ery family.

E v e r y b o d y 
must cooper-
ate in this vital 
work. Plan your 
gardens now. 
Make them as 
big as you can 
handle ef昀-
ciently. If you 
had a Victo-
ry Garden last 
summer, have 
a bigger and 
better one this 
year.  You’ll be 
doing the patriotic thing 
and you’ll cut your food 
bills too. You will have 
fresh vegetables for your 
table all summer and 
food stored away for win-
ter.

Victory gardens mean 
health, economy, and 
practical PATRIOTISM. 
Have a Victory Garden 
for your family, for your 
country. Every bit of food 
produced by the indi-
vidual consumer means 
more food for the men 
昀ghting for us.

–––
Salvage Drive For Fats 

And Hosiery Opens
Mrs. C. A. Hollowell, 

county director of fats 
and hosiery, is to open 
a campaign to collect 
the needed materials to-
day. County community 
heads will be announced 
soon with the block plan 
of collection to be used in 
Marion.

Stores in Marion re-
ceiving fats and grease 
are Aubrey Grady and 
Co., C. W. Grady & Son, 
Krogers, Red Front, Ea-
sley, Small, W. T. King 
and Hillis Hunt. Coun-
ty stores to receive the 
same will be announced 
in a short time.

Mrs. Hollowell said that 
four cents a pound will 
be paid by the stores for 
the grease or fats which 

are to be used in manu-
facture of explosives by 
the nation.  Either sweet 
or rancid fats are accept-
able as are tallows. Place 
in tin cans and do not 
use glass containers.

Mrs. Hollowell said 
that housewives had 
been asked to discon-
tinue making of soap 
at home in order that 
the fats and greases re-
quired may be used for 
extraction of glycerin 
content. Fats taken from 

cooking of cab-
bage or greens 
is an excellent 
source of sal-
vage. Strain 
before taking 
to stores and 
save an aver-
age of one tea-
spoonful daily.

Mrs. Hollow-
ell said that the 
state director 
had indicat-
ed that unless 
more fats were 
saved, present 
allotments of 
lard, shorten-
ing and other 
greases may be 
reduced for re-

tail purchases.
–––

Hosiery
Silk and nylon hosiery 

are also included in the 
campaign with boxes for 
collection purposes be-
ing established at Taylor 
& Co., Kentucky Theater 
and H. V. Stone in Mar-
ion, and McDaniels & U 
Co. Salem.  The cast-off 
hose are to be used for 
purposes of making wa-
terproof powder bags.

–––
Soldiers Smokes Cam-

paign By YBM Club 
Here

Each cigarette package 
to bear name of sponsor-

ing organization and city 
– Milk Bottle Campaign 
in Stores to collect funds.

Young Business Men’s 
club is to opening a drive 
today to secure funds for 
purchasing cigarettes for 
men in foreign service 
of armed forces. J. H. 
Jones, director, said yes-
terday that a representa-
tive of Camel cigarettes 
had met with the orga-
nization and plans were 
perfected for having the 
“smokes” mailed prompt-
ly to all foreign fronts. 
The contract with Cam-
els calls for reduction in 
rate for the purchase.

Milk bottles properly 
designated will be placed 
in each store in Marion 
for purpose of collecting 
funds by popular contri-
bution in addition to that 
of the sponsoring club. 

Orville Grady said 
that containers for coins 
would appear tomor-
row in Marion and later 
in other portions of the 
county if necessary.

No amount has been 
set as a goal, but all 
moneys so collected will 
be used for purpose of 
buying the cigarettes. 
Jones said that each 
package would bear tag 
of Marion, KY, in order 
that the recipient may 
know as to whom the do-
nor might be.

–––
Victory Scrap Metal 
and Rubber Drive

Crittenden Quota is 
915,000 pounds, heavy 
and light scrap wanted.

Supt. Hollowell to dis-
miss school Tuesday and 
Thursday mornings for 
purpose of aiding Marion 
collection.

The drive was ordered 
by authority of WPB 
Savage Division and is 
operative in all parts of 

the nation. All Marion 
residents are asked to 
have scrap collected and 
ready for collection as 
soon as possible and no-
tify Hollowell at once. In 
addition, pupils will call 
at every house in the city 
seeking scrap.

County residents are 
asked to collect every 
pound on farms, both 
heavy and light types, 
and to notify P. R. Tay-
lor who will route trucks 
for the purpose of col-
lection. Due to gasoline 
rationing, Taylor asks 
that all persons who 
can possibly do so bring 
the scrap to Marion and 
dispose of same to local 
dealers unless the weight 
is so that trucks will be 
needed for the purpose.

County Supt. J. L. 
Paris said that county 
school instructors would 
be instructed to have pu-
pils visit each farm home 
in respective districts. All 
types of scrap metal are 
needed in the drive, both 
heavy and light, and any 
person having large boil-
ers or other such articles 
are to notify Taylor and 
he will have same cut 
in order that it can be 
moved.

All metal collected will 
be diverted into manu-
facturing channels for 
war ammunition and 
machinery. Even small 
items, such as a metal 
coat hangers, has be-
come inaccessible. Mr. 
Guy Rose of Yates Tailor 
shop has asked custom-
ers to bring their own 
coat hangers from home 
for their cleaned gar-
ments as they are unable 
to get enough hangers to 
supply their business-
es. The metal used for 
making them has been 
restricted for the war 

cause. 
Scrap rubber can be 

found in cast off and 
unusable tires, tubes, 
boots, overshoes, mats, 
hose, heels, composition 
soles, tennis balls and 
shoes, trays and many 
other types of articles.

Much scrap rubber is 
to be found on farms, in 
and around stables and 
other outbuildings cus-
tomarily found on aver-
age farms. The drive for 
rubber, scrap types, is of 
vital importance to help 
in the Victory over Axis 
powers. 

–––
War Bonds

The 3rd War Loan, 
which is the greatest 昀-
nancial effort any nation 
in the history of the world 
has ever undertaken, 
starting of昀cially Sept. 9, 
is now under way.

Crittenden’s quota 
for the Third War Loan 
is $140,000.00 – more 
than twice the size of 
the quota of the Sec-
ond War Loan. For Crit-
tenden County this is a 
stupendous amount. We 

can do this 
if we work 

together and try hard 
enough. 

–––
Crittenden Came 

Through
Crittenden County did 

indeed come through 
and beyond their quo-
ta of $140,000, selling 
more than $370,000 in 
bonds. This was more 
than 264 percent of its 
assigned quota. From 
昀gures available from 
other Kentucky coun-
ties no other nearly ap-
proached it in the sale 
percentage of their as-
signed quotas in the 3rd 
War Loan. The U. S. Coal 
and Coke Company was 
at the head of the proces-
sion in the sale of bonds.

We have much to be 
proud of in our history 
and people. 

  (Brenda Underdown 
is chair of Crittenden 
County Historical Society 
and a member of Critten-
den County Genealogical 
Society. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).
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Brenda
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Forgotten
Passages

Some of the avertisements that appeared in The Crittenden Press from 1943 featuring Victory Garden and Ration Yates & Cochran.
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Press
125 E. Bellville St.,

P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064

(270) 965-3191
information@the-press.

com

Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or 
less are $7 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classi昀ed ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
You can also reach more than 
one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classi昀ed 
department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classi昀ed in 70 
newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.

for sale
Classi昀ed advertising 
works! Customers tell us 
they sell their items faster 
than they expect by listing in 
The Crittenden Press! Call 
(270) 965-3191 to post a 
classi昀ed ad.

employment
Worker Needed: In need 
of someone with carpentry 
ability for interior house 昀n-
ish work. TEXT ONLY 270-
704-3234 (TFC) je

services
Janey Chandler Heidrich 
will sit with the elderly. (270) 
836-3463. (2t-02-p)
CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel 
buildings, walls, sidewalks, 
driveways, room additions, 
rock driveways, clean ditch-
es. Call for quote (270) 724-
4672, Joe Mattingly Con-
crete Construction. (1t-12-p)

notice
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for sale, 
auction etc. in this newspa-
per plus 83 other Kentucky 
newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), The 
Sturgis News, The (Princ-
eton) Times Leader, The 
(Providence) Journal-En-
terprise, The Union County 
Advocate, The Henderson 
Gleaner, The Livingston 
Ledger and The (Madison-
ville) Messenger and for 
only $250. Save time and 
money by making one call 
for all! For more information, 
contact the classi昀ed de-
partment at (270) 965-3191 
or email us at advertising@
the-press.com. 

legal notices
I, Melissa Guill, Clerk of 
Crittenden County District 
Court, Marion, KYdo certify 
that the following has 昀led 
notice of Final Settlement:
Charles Thomas of 9083 
S.R. 297, Marion, KY 42064, 
administrator of Rayna Gri-
madi, deceased, whose ad-
dress was 511 East Bellville 
St., Marion, KY 42064.
The foregoing settlement is 
to be heard at the regular 
session of Crittenden Dis-
trict Court on February 11, 
2026. All persons having ex-
ceptions to said settlements 
are to 昀le same at once. 
Melissa Guill, Clerk
Crittenden District Court 
(1t-02-c)
Notice is hereby given that 
on January 7, 2026 James 
C. Mills of 555 Fairview 
Dr., Paducah, KY 42001 
was appointed executor of 
Elizabeth Hopson Mills, de-
ceased, whose addres was 
317 Leland Ave., Marion, 
KY 42064. James C. Mills, 

330 N. 9th St., Paducah, KY 
42003, attorney.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 
hereby noti昀ed to present 
the same properly proven 
as required by law to the ex-
ecutor before the 8th day of 
July, 2026 and all claims not 
so proven and presented by 
that date shall be forever 
barred.
All persons indebted to the 
estate of the above-named 
decedent, will please call 
and settle said debts imme-
diately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk (1t-02-c)

BATHROOM REMODEL

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available. 
Call: 1-833-770-0957
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installation 
costs! (Additional terms ap-
ply. Subject to change and 
vary by dealer. (Offer ends 
12/27/26.) Call 1-866-837-
5986
Safe Step. North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 
1-888-302-4539

statewide
BUSINESS SPACE FOR 

RENT

Frankfort Of昀ce Space for 
rent: Second 昀oor with four 
large of昀ce areas, restroom. 
Of昀ce desks furnished. Lo-
cated ½ mile from I-64 Law-
renceburg exit 53A. Electric, 
water, gas, utilities and in-
ternet included. $2,200 per 
month.  Call Bonnie How-
ard, Kentucky Press Associ-
ation, 502-223-8821.

BUYING CARS

We buy 8,000 cars a week. 
Sell your old, busted or junk 
car with no hoops, haggles 
or headaches. Sell your car 
to Peddle. Easy three step 
process. Instant offer. Free 
pickup. Fast payment. Call 
1-844-440-0399

BUYING HOUSES

We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three 
step process: Call, get cash 
offer and get paid. Get your 
fair cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 1-888-
287-5615

CABLE/UTILITIES

DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite live 
TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. HBO 
Max and Premium Chan-
nels included for 3 mos (w/
CHOICE Package or high-
er.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restric-
tions apply. Call IVS 1-888-
340-6138
AFFORDABLE TV & IN-
TERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service, call 
now for a free quote and see 
how much you can save! 
1-877-548-7494
Get DISH Satellite TV + In-
ternet!  Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 
In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-855-633-4574
DIRECTV- All your enter-
tainment. Nothing on your 
roof! Sign up for Directv and 
get your 昀rst three months 
of Max, Paramount+, Show-
time, Starz, MGM+ and 

Cinemax included. Choice 
package $84.99/mo. Some 
restrictions apply. Call DI-
RECTV 1-866-292-5435

CELLULAR

Get Boost In昀nite! Unlimited 
Talk, Text and Data For Just 
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low Price! 
Call Today and Get The Lat-
est iPhone Every Year On 
Us! 855-841-2894
Consumer Cellular - the 
same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest car-
riers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activa-
tion is free. All plans fea-
ture unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. 
For more information, call 
1-833-353-2982

DEBT HELP

In昀ation is at 40 year highs. 
Interest rates are way up. 
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Do you have 
$10k or more in debt? Call 
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF 
and 昀nd out how to pay off 
your debt for signi昀cant-
ly less than what you owe! 
FREE quote: Call 1-844-
262-5602
Struggling with debt? If you 
have over $15,000 in debt 
we help you be debt free in 
as little as 24-48 months. 
Pay nothing to enroll. Call 
Now: 1-877-857-0268
DONATIONS (VEHICLES)

Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-833-984-2146 today!
GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’ 
programs help veterans 昀nd 
work or start their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7: 1-833-485-
3141.
Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or 
SUV to assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Arrange a 
swift, no-cost vehicle pickup 
and secure a generous tax 
credit for 2025. Call Heri-
tage for the Blind Today at 
1-877-581-3053 today!

HEALTH

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 
the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-982-0374
Attention: VIAGRA and CIA-
LIS USERS! A cheaper al-
ternative to high drugstore 
prices! 50 Pill Special - Only 
$99! 100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 1-877-690-
2326

HOME IMPROVEMENT

No more cleaning out gut-
ters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter 
is backed by a no-clog guar-
antee and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call today 
1-866-329-2415 to sched-
ule a FREE inspection and 
no obligation estimate. Get 
15% off your entire order. 

Plus, Military & Seniors get 
an additional 10% off. Lim-
ited time only. Restrictions 
apply, see representative for 
warranty and offer details.
SunSetter. America’s Num-
ber One Awning! Instant 
shade at the touch of a but-
ton. Transform your deck or 
patio into an outdoor oasis. 
Up to 10-year limited war-
ranty. Call now and SAVE 
$350 today! 1-866-348-
8793
Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material – steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer up to 50% off instal-
lation + Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health 
workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-888-306-0302

HOME SERVICES

Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-844-688-8576 
today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a genera-
tor. It’s a power move.
INSURANCE SERVICES

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - 
NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Informa-
tion Kit with all the details! 
1-855-900-7392 www.den-
tal50plus.com/26 #6258

INTERNET OFFERS

Choose EarthLink Fiber 
Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting at 
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift 
card when you make the 
switch.  Call 1-833-974-
4780

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

We Buy Vintage Guitar’s! 
Looking for 1920-1980 

Gibson, Martin, Fender, 
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prai-
rie State, D’Angelico, Strom-
berg. And Gibson Mandolins 
/ Banjos. These brands only! 
Call for a quote: 1-833-641-
7011

SECURITY

HOME BREAK-INS take 
less than 60 SECONDS. 
Don’t wait! Protect your fam-
ily, your home, your assets 
NOW for as little as 70¢ a 
day! Call 1-833-360-5407

TRAVEL/VACATION

YMT Vacations. Over 50 
guided tours available. Af-
fordable, social and stress-
free travel designed for 
mature travelers. Our tours 
include accommodations, 
transportation, baggage 
handling, sightseeing, en-
trance fees, a professional 
Tour Director and select 
meals. For a limited time 
SAVE $250 on all tours. Call 

YMT today. 1-844-870-5218
WATCHES

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-
END MEN’S SPORT 
WATCHES. Rolex, Breitling, 
Omega, Patek Philippe, 
Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Sub-
mariner and Speedmaster. 
These brands only! Call for 
a quote: 1-833-641-6058

WRITERS WANTED

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trust-
ed by Authors Since 1920 
Book manuscript submis-
sions currently being re-
viewed. Comprehensive 
Services: Consultation, Pro-
duction, Promotion and Dis-
tribution Call for Your Free 
Author`s Guide 1-855-209-
2951 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/Kentucky



BASKETBALL 

Upcoming Ball Games 

FRIDAY 
Rockets & Lady Rockets host Livingston 
 - Homecoming game 
SATURDAY 
Rockets at St. Mary 
TUESDAY 
Lady Rockets host St. Mary 
 

GIRLS ALL A CLASSIC 
Semifinals at Dawson Springs 

Caldwell Co. 53, Livingston 51 
Lyon County 54, Crittenden County 51 

Championship 
Lyon County 76, Caldwell County 33 
 

BOYS ALL A CLASSIC 
Semifinals at Fort Campbell 

University Hts. 75, Dawson Springs 67 
Lyon County 83, Crittenden County 24 

Championship 
Lyon County 85, University Heights 68 
 
OUTDOORS 

Hunting Seasons 

  Here are so me of the most common 
hunting opportunities currently in sea-
son:  
Deer archery                   Sept 6 - Jan 19 
Turkey archery                Sept 6 - Jan 19 
Deer crossbow          Sept 20 - Jan 19 
Raccoon                           Oct 1 - Feb 28 
Bobcat trapping             Nov 10 - Feb 28 
Squirrel                          Nov 10 - Feb 28 
Quail                              Nov 10 - Feb 10 
Rabbit        Nov 10 - Feb 10 
Raccoon trapping          Nov 10 - Feb 28  
Coyote trapping             Nov 10 - Feb 28 
Bobcat                           Nov 15 - Feb 28 
Canada goose               Nov 27 - Feb 15 
Snow Ross goose         Nov 27 - Feb 15 
White-fronted goose      Nov 27 - Feb 15  
Coyote night, lights      Dec 1 - March 31 
Duck                                Dec 7 - Jan 31  
Crow                                Jan 4 - Feb 28 
Youth waterfowl                           Feb 14 

Coyote daytime                    Year Round 
Ground hog                          Year Round 
  

COACHING 

CCHS names new AD; 
head soccer coach  
  Crittenden County High School has 
named its new soccer coach for next 
fall and a new athletic director begin-
ning this summer.  
   Heather Bloodworth will be the soc-
cer coach. A longtime educator with 
Crittenden County Schools, Blood-
worth has served the past four sea-
sons as an assistant soccer coach. 
She replaces Jessica DeBurgo, who 
stepped down following the 2025 sea-
son as the program’s winningest 
coach in school history. A Lyon County 
native, Bloodworth played varsity soc-
cer in high school and later coached 
youth soccer for eight years while 
serving on the Crittenden Youth Soc-
cer Association board.   
   Austin Berry will become Crittenden 
County Schools’ athletic director on 
July 1, district officials announced this 
week. Berry, a three-sport athlete in 
high school, is currently an assistant 
high school football coach and a mid-
dle school math teacher. As a student-
athlete at CCHS, Berry earned 
all-district honors in basketball, was a 
two-time All-West Kentucky Confer-
ence selection, an all-state honorable 
mention in football and won a regional 
championship in track. He played foot-
ball at Murray State University for 
three years, lettering in his final sea-
son in 2008. His coaching background 
includes two years as a graduate as-
sistant, three years as a defensive as-
sistant and the past five years as the 
Rockets’ offensive coordinator. 
   Berry will replace outgoing athletic 
director Madison Champion Carter, 
who was credited by the district with 
implementing new initiatives and im-
proving organization and communica-
tion among athletes, coaches and 
parents. 
 

FOLLOW THE ROCKETS at THE PRESS ONLINE 
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Bloodworth Berry STAFF REPORT 
Trigg County’s lead went from near 

zero to 30 in the first 12 minutes of the 
second half and buried the Rockets 80-
47 in a Fifth District matchup after a 
highly competitive start to the game 
Tuesday at Rocket Arena. 

Crittenden County traded the lead sev-
eral times in the opening half and trailed 
by just one point at the break, 27-26. 
The game was played at a frenetic tempo, 
with hurried possessions and miscues 
on both sides. 

The tone changed quickly after half-
time. Trigg found its rhythm offensively 
while Crittenden struggled to get good 
looks, a stretch compounded by 23 sec-
ond-half Rocket turnovers. The Wildcats 
pushed the lead to 33-27 midway 
through the third quarter, then closed 
the period with a decisive run. 

Trigg outscored Crittenden 29-11 in 
the third quarter and continued to pull 
away in the fourth, building a lead as 
large as 32. Junior guard Landon Swann 
led Trigg with a game-high 35 points, in-
cluding six 3-pointers. Emmitt Ellington 
and Conner Poindexter scored 10 points 
each for Crittenden. 

The win was Trigg County’s first dis-
trict victory, improving the Wildcats to 4-
9 overall. Crittenden fell to 1-17 overall 
and 0-3 in district play and will host Liv-
ingston on Friday for homecoming. 
Rockets lose to Lyons 

Lyon County continued its dominance 
over Crittenden County on Friday night, 
pulling away early and cruising to an 83-
24 victory in the All A Classic semifinal 
round at Fort Campbell. 

Lyon jumped out to a 27-5 lead after 
the first quarter and never looked back, 
extending a streak that now stands at 19 
straight wins against Crittenden County 
dating back to 2020. The Lyons led 52-
14 at halftime and 72-16 after three 

quarters. Crittenden shot fairly well in 
the opening half, particularly from long 
range, but had trouble getting up 
enough of them. 

The loss came two days after Critten-
den snapped a 51-game losing streak 
with a win over Heritage Christian in the 
opening round of the small-school tour-
nament, a result that briefly shifted mo-
mentum for the Rockets before they ran 
into a deep and powerful Lyon County 
lineup. 

Lyon placed 11 players in the scoring 
column and finished with 35 field goals.  

Crittenden struggled to find consistent 
offense against Lyon’s pressure. Fresh-
man Roane Topp led the Rockets with 11 
points, while Ellington added 6 and 
Brayden Poindexter scored 6.  

Lyon County went on to win the All A 
Second Region title for the third straight 
season. 

 
Trigg County           12    27    56  80 
Crittenden Co.        13    26    37  47 
TRIGG – Gude 14, Dixon 12, Swan 35,, Travis 6, Brous-
sard 4, Shepherd 4, McCormick 2, Lawson 3. FG 27. 3-
pointers 8 (Swan 6, Dixon, Lawson). FT 18-28. 
CRITTENDEN – Ellington 10, Porter 3, Bumpus 2, 
Topp, 5, Bryant, Jones 8, Dayberry 4, Myers, Martin 
2, C.Poindexter 10, Hughes, Murray, B.Poindexter 6, 
Counts, Hutchison. FG 18. 3-pointers 6 (Ellington 2, 
Topp, Dayberry, Jones, C.Poindexter). FT 5-9. 
  
Crittenden Co.         5     14    16   24 
Lyon County           27    52    72   83 
CRITTENDEN – Ellington 6, Porter, Bumpus, Topp 
11, Dayberry, Jones, Myers, Martin, C.Poindexter 1, 
Murray, B.Poindexter 6, Hughes, Counts. FG 11. 3-
pointers 5 (Ellington 2, Topp 3). FT 3-4. 
Lyon County – Collins 8, Kirk 13, Ca.Collins 4, Coff-
man 11, Defew 10, Reddick 2, Ramey, McDaniels 4, 
Cotham 10, Akridge 6, Cowan 5, Cain 8, Taylor 2. FG 
35. FT 5-7. 

STAFF REPORT 
After a disappointing early 

exit from the All A Classic, the 
Lady Rockets bounced back 
Tuesday with their third 
straight regular-season dis-
trict win, dominating Trigg 
County 59-30. Crittenden 
County controlled the game 
from the opening tip to com-
plete a clean sweep of its first 
trip through league play. 

Defense fueled the early 
surge as Trigg managed just 
two points over a long stretch 
spanning the first and second 
quarters. Crittenden used a 
16-2 run to seize control, 
capped by a 3-pointer from 
Jordyn Hodge at the first-
quarter buzzer for a 17-10 
lead. The Lady Rockets car-
ried a 25-12 advantage into 
halftime after a sluggish scor-
ing stretch by both teams. 

The margin widened 
quickly after the break as 
Crittenden opened the third 
quarter with the same inten-
sity, pushing the lead to 36-
12 midway through the 
period. Trigg briefly answered 
behind sophomore Cali 
Jones, but the Lady Rockets’ 
depth and pressure took over 
again in the fourth quarter as 
the bench emptied late in the 
lopsided win. 

Hodge led all scorers with 
22 points, including four 3-
pointers, while Anna Boone 
added 17. Boone now sits six 
points shy of the 2,000-point 
milestone for her career and 
will have a chance to reach it 
Friday night when Crittenden 
hosts Livingston County as 
district play begins its second 
rotation. 
CCHS knocked out of All A 

A case of frostbite from too 
much Northern Exposure 
numbed Crittenden County 
just enough Thursday night 
to let a fourth straight Class 
A Second Region champi-
onship slip away in the clos-
ing seconds against Lyon 
County at Dawson Springs. 

A frigid first half of shooting 
put Crittenden in the ice 
house, down 17 points at one 
stretch. Whether it was the 
rim on the north end of the 
Dawson Springs gym or just 
the basketball gods evening 
things out, that same end of 
the floor put a deep chill on 
Lyon County’s offense after 
halftime. 

Call it the northern slope, 
the Cuatro Curse or simply a 
long night at the office, but 
Lyon County outworked Crit-
tenden for much of the game. 
Behind top scorers Piper 

Cotham and Lily Coffman, 
the Lady Lyons won nearly 
every 50-50 ball and swept 
the offensive glass clean. 
Their defense walled off the 
lane and forced Crittenden to 
live on the perimeter. The 
Lady Rockets made eight 3-
pointers, but only seven two-
point field goals, and leaned 
heavily on the foul line, where 
a quarter of their points 
came, including a third of 
their first-half total. 

Behind top scorers Anna 
Boone and Jordyn Hodge, 
Crittenden slowly thawed. 
Boone poured in 10 points in 
the fourth quarter as Lyon 
struggled to find a friendly 
roll at the north end, allowing 
the Lady Rockets to chip 
away, then surge, briefly tak-
ing the lead twice in the final 
minutes. 

The final three minutes 
were played on a knife’s edge. 
The teams traded leads and 
empty possessions, neither 
able to create separation. 
Boone tied the game late at 
the line, but Lyon answered 
just enough, converting free 
throws in the closing seconds 
after Crittenden was forced to 
foul. With time expiring, Elliot 
Evans got a clean look from 
the corner for the tie, but the 

three-ball drew iron and 
nothing more as the horn 
sounded with Lyon holding a 
54-51 escape. 

For Crittenden, it was a dif-
ficult pill to swallow. This has 
been their tournament with 
10 regional titles, three 
straight, and four of the last 
five. Lyon County went on to 
win big against Caldwell 
County and claim the re-
gional crown. They will play 
in the All A State Tournament 
next week at Owensboro. 
 
Trigg County           10    12    22  30 
Crittenden Co.        17    25    44  59 
TRIGG – Norwood 5, Grinols 8, Jones 
10, Mayes 1, Navarrd 6. FG 12. 3-point-
ers 3 (Navarrd 2, Norwood). FT 3-6. 
CRITTENDEN – Boone 17, Evans 3, 
Hodge 22, Federico 6, Rushing 6, 
Holeman, Stewart 2, Berry 1, Cham-
pion, Grau, Rich, Kemmer 2. FG 22. 3-
pointers 6 (Hodge 4, Evans, Boone). 
FT 9-10. 
 
Crittenden Co.  9  18   35  51 
Lyon County   16  29   35  54 
CRITTENDEN – Boone 24, Evans 3, 
Hodge 19, Federico, Rushing 4, Stew-
art 1. FG 15. 3-pointers 8 (Boone 4, 
Hodge 3, Evans). FT 13-18. 
LYON – Taylor 6, P. Cotham 22, Collins 
5, Coursey 4, S. Cotham 4, Coffman 
10, Perry 3. FG 21. 3-pointers 5 (P. 
Cotham, Collins, Coffman 2, Perry). FT 
7-12. 

Falling to Lyon County in the All A Classic semifinal round last 
week at Dawson Springs was a tremendously disappointing loss 
for the Lady Rockets, particularly the seniors who had won three 
straight regional titles in the small-school tournament and had 
advanced to the state semifinals last season. Pictured above is 
senior Anna Boone working around the defense as Lyon’s Piper 
Cotham fires up a shot. At right, Crittenden’s Jordyn Hodge 
struggled for possession with Lyon’s Trinity Taylor.

Lady Rockets get bounce-back win over Trigg

Rocket first-year skipper Kenny Jackson was working the sideline hard while Brady 
Dayberry pushed the ball up the floor Tuesday night against Trigg County.

Second half collapse leaves Rockets in defeat
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ELECTION 
Continued from page 1 

sonal representative or have a member 
of the county clerk's office staff draw for 
them. 

Judge-Executive Perry Newcom, who 
was first elected in 2010, is the incum-
bent in the race for Crittenden County’s 
top office. He is challenged in the Re-
publican primary by Nathan Ratley and 
Todd Campbell. 

In the sheriff’s race, incumbent Evan 
Franklin Head will face former deputy 
Ray Agent in the primary. 

The jailer’s race includes incumbent 
Athena Hayes against former jailer 
Robbie Kirk. 

Incumbent County Attorney Bart 
Frazer will face opposition from Chad 
Eric Nelson, an assistant common-
wealth’s attorney serving Caldwell, 
Trigg, Lyon and Livingston counties. 

Unopposed are County Clerk Daryl K. 
Tabor, PVA Todd Perryman and Coro-
ner Brad Gilbert. 

Here is a full listing of Crittenden 
County election filings for 2026 pri-
mary:  

COUNTY JUDGE/EXECUTIVE 
Perry A. Newcom (Republican) filed Nov. 
5, 2025. 
Nathan Ratley (Republican) filed Nov. 7, 
2025. 
Todd Campbell (Republican) filed Jan. 6, 
2026. 

SHERIFF 
Evan Franklin Head (Republican) filed 
Nov. 5, 2025. 
Ray Agent (Republican) filed Nov. 10, 
2025. 

JAILER 
Robert P. Kirk (Republican) filed Nov. 5, 
2025. 
Athena Hayes (Republican) filed Nov. 20, 
2025. 

COUNTY CLERK 
Daryl K. Tabor (Republican) filed Nov. 5, 
2025. 

COUNTY ATTORNEY 
Bart Frazer (Republican) filed Nov. 5, 
2025. 
Chad Eric Nelson (Republican) filed Nov. 
5, 2025. 

CORONER 
Bradley R. Gilbert (Republican) filed Nov. 
6, 2025. 
PROPERTY VALUATION ADMINISTRATOR 

Todd Perryman (Republican) filed Nov. 5, 
2025. 

MAGISTRATE 
District 1 

Robert S. Horack (Republican) filed Nov. 
6, 2025. 
Danny Allen Fowler (Republican) filed 
Nov. 7, 2025. 

District 2 
Matt Grimes (Republican) filed Nov. 10, 
2025. 

District 3 
Robert Kirby (Republican) filed Nov. 12, 
2025. 
Pamela A. Todd (Republican) filed Nov. 
25, 2025. 

District 4 
Chadwick Wayne Thomas (Republican) 
filed Dec. 12, 2025. 

District 5 
Brennan P. Cruce (Republican) filed Nov. 
5, 2025. 

District 6 
Craig B. Gilland (Republican) filed Dec. 
30, 2025. 
Bob Rowley (Republican) filed Dec. 15, 
2025. 

CONSTABLE 
District 3 

Paul Beard (Republican) filed Nov. 12, 
2025. 

District 4 
Lynn Goodrich (Republican) filed Dec. 10, 
2025. 

District 5 
Gregory J. Rushing (Republican) filed Jan. 
5, 2026. 

STAFF REPORT 
Livingston County’s 

2026 primary election 
ballot is shaping up with 
sharp contrasts, featur-
ing crowded races for the 
county’s top offices while 
at least one longtime in-
cumbent faces no opposi-
tion. 

The most competitive 
contests are for county 
judge-executive and sher-
iff, where multiple candi-
dates have filed to appear 
on the May ballot. In con-
trast, the Salem-area 
magistrate seat held by 
Brad Hunter appears set-
tled, with the incumbent 
drawing no challengers. 

The race for county 
judge-executive in Liv-
ingston County includes 
three candidates, setting 

up a competitive primary 
and a general election in 
the fall. Incumbent 
Michael Williams is seek-
ing re-election after win-
ning a 2024 special 
election to fill the remain-
der of a term vacated by 
former judge Garrett Gru-
ber. Also filing on Friday, 
the final day to register, 
was Democratic candi-
date Teris Swanson, who 
had been appointed by 

the governor as interim 
judge-executive before 
she and Williams squared 
off in the November 2024 
special election. Williams 
defeated Swanson with 
54 percent of the vote, 
2,682 to 2,287. Republi-
can Tina Gay Tinsley has 
also filed to run for 
county judge-executive. 

The sheriff’s race is 
equally crowded, with 
four Republican candi-
dates. Glenn Gordon, 
Shannon Edging, Donald 
Crawford and Shawn 
Malston, all seeking the 
GOP nomination. With no 
Democratic candidates 
filed for sheriff, the Re-
publican primary will ef-
fectively determine the 
next sheriff.

 
COUNTY JUDGE-EXECUTIVE 

Michael Williams (Republican) filed Nov. 
17, 2025. 
Tina Gay Tinsley (Republican) filed Nov. 
25, 2025. 
Teris N. Swanson (Democrat) filed Jan. 9, 
2026. 

SHERIFF 
Glenn Gordon (Republican) filed Nov. 5, 
2025. 
Shannon Edging (Republican) filed Nov. 5, 
2025. 
Donald Crawford (Republican) filed Nov. 5, 
2025. 
Shawn Malston (Republican) filed Nov. 10, 
2025. 

JAILER 
Benjamin Keith Guill (Republican) filed 
Nov. 5, 2025. 

COUNTY CLERK 
Sonya Williams (Republican) filed Nov. 5, 
2025. 
Emilee Neal (Republican) filed Jan. 9, 
2026. 

COUNTY ATTORNEY 
Allen Wilson (Republican) filed Nov. 14, 
2025. 

CORONER 
Jeffery Lynn Armstrong (Republican) filed 
Nov. 5, 2025. 

PROPERTY VALUATION ADMINISTRA-
TOR 

Elisha Hubbard Harp (Republican) filed 

Dec. 1, 2025. 
MAGISTRATE 

District 1 
Bill Lipham (Republican) filed Dec. 2, 
2025. 

District 2 
James Mark Long (Republican) filed Nov. 
7, 2025. 
Chuck Walker (Democrat) filed Dec. 29, 
2025. 

District 3 
Brad Hunter (Republican) filed Nov. 13, 
2025. 

District 4 
Klay Southern (Republican) filed Nov. 21, 
2025. 
Terry Teitloff (Democrat) filed Dec. 5, 2025. 
Zack Champion (Republican) filed Dec. 
18, 2025. 

CONSTABLE 
District 3 

Chip Birman (Republican) filed Nov. 5, 
2025. 
Gary Allen Ivy IV (Republican) filed Jan. 8, 
2026. 

 
SMITHLAND CITY COUNCIL 

(NONPARTISAN) 
Kayla Curry filed Nov. 14, 2025. 
Glenda J. Gentry filed Dec. 10, 2025. 

SMITHLAND MAYOR  
(NONPARTISAN) 

William “Bill” T. Hesser filed Jan. 6, 2026.

CALDWELL COUNTY CANDIDATE FILINGS 
2026 Election

LIVINGSTON COUNTY CANDIDATE FILINGS 
2026 Election

Three file for judge-exec post; 
Salem incumbant unopposed

COUNTY JUDGE-EXECUTIVE 
Jeff Simms (Republican) filed Dec. 16, 
2025. 
Chris Noel (Republican) filed Jan. 5, 
2026. 
James Trent Fox (Democrat) filed Jan. 9, 
2026. 

SHERIFF 
Don Weedman (Republican) filed Nov. 7, 
2025. 
Boyd James Bates (Democrat) filed Dec. 
5, 2025. 

JAILER 
Angela Cotton (Republican) filed Nov. 26, 
2025. 
William “Billy” Baker (Republican) filed 
Jan. 6, 2026. 

COUNTY CLERK 
Jennifer Watson Hale (Republican) filed 
Nov. 6, 2025. 
David Zachary Granstaff (Republican) 
filed Nov. 25, 2025. 
Jennifer French (Democrat) filed Jan. 9, 
2026. 

COUNTY ATTORNEY 
Roy Massey IV (Republican) filed Dec. 3, 
2025. 

CORONER 
Dewayne Trafford (Republican) filed Nov. 
19, 2025. 

COUNTY SURVEYOR 
Rick Tosh (Republican) filed Nov. 21, 
2025. 

MAGISTRATE 
District 1 

Casey Baker (Republican) filed Nov. 26, 
2025. 

Bobby Joe Harper (Republican) filed Nov. 
10, 2025. 

District 2 
Jeff Boone (Republican) filed Nov. 7, 
2025. 
Clint Joiner (Republican) filed Jan. 7, 
2026. 

District 3 
Brent Stallins (Republican) filed Nov. 7, 
2025. 
Chance Oliver (Democrat) filed Jan. 8, 
2026. 

District 4 
Matt Lane (Republican) filed Dec. 18, 
2025. 
Randy Jordan (Republican) filed Dec. 22, 
2025. 
George B. Kilgore (Republican) filed Jan. 
6, 2026. 

CONSTABLE 
District 1 

Barry Fraliex (Republican) filed Jan. 9, 
2026. 

District 2 
Brian Hicks (Republican) filed Nov. 7, 
2025. 

MAYOR (CITY OF PRINCETON) 
Tajuana J. Davis (Democrat) filed Jan. 9, 
2026. 

WITHDRAWN CANDIDATES 
Jeff Simms (Republican), Magistrate Dis-
trict 4 – Withdrawn. 
Kevin Lane (Republican), Magistrate Dis-
trict 4 – Withdrawn. 
Zakkary Taylor Eubanks (Republican), 
Jailer – Withdrawn.

STAFF REPORT 
Two Republicans have 

filed for the District 1 
magistrate post in Cald-
well County, which en-
compasses the Fredonia 
and Farmersville areas.  

Casey Baker, a Ken-
ergy administrator; and 
Bobby Joe Harper, a 
local businessman, are 
each seeking the District 
1 magisterial seat that 
longtime Magistrate El-
bert Bennett had held. 
Bennett has chosen to 
not seek re-election. 

In the race for county 
judge-executive in Cald-
well County, Republi-
cans Jeff Simms and 
Chris Noel are seeking 
their party’s nomination 
while Democrat James 
Trent Fox, has also filed, 
ensuring a contested 
general election race. 

The sheriff’s race in-
cludes Republican Don 
Weedman and Democrat 
Boyd James Bates of 
Fredonia, ensuring a fall 
general election. 

Two Republicans are 
competing for jailer, a 
post currently being 
temporarily filled since 
the death of Jailer Willie 
Harper, who was elected 

in 2022. Running for 
that position are Repub-
licants Angela Cotton  
and William “Billy” 
Baker. 

The county clerk’s race 
has drawn three candi-
dates. Republican in-
cumbent Jennifer 
Watson Hale will face 
GOP challenger David 
Zachary Granstaff. Also, 
Democrat Jennifer 
French has filed, ensur-
ing a fall general election 
race. 

No candidates have 
filed to run for property 
valuation administrator, 
a position that requires 
pre-certification to be a 
candidate. Ronald Wood, 
who has served as PVA 
for 20 years, is not seek-
ing re-election. 

Under Kentucky law, 
anyone seeking the office 
of property valuation ad-

ministrator must be pre-
certified before their 
name can appear on the 
ballot, a process over-
seen by the Kentucky 
Department of Revenue. 
Prospective candidates 
must meet constitutional 
age and residency re-
quirements and pass a 
written qualifying exam-
ination administered by 
the department, earning 
a score of at least 70%. If 
no one in a county be-
comes certified in time to 
file, state law requires 
the Department of Rev-
enue to offer an addi-
tional examination 
specifically for counties 
without qualified candi-
dates. That test is ex-
pected this spring and 
could lead to candidates 
for the fall general elec-
tion. Should the office 
still attract no certified 
candidates, the depart-
ment may schedule an-
other examination, and 
if a vacancy is not filled, 
the governor may ap-
point a qualified individ-
ual to serve as PVA until 
the position can be filled 
through the election 
process. 

 

Caldwell has no candidates for PVA



10 THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, Thursday, January 15, 2026 10 THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, Thursday, January 15, 2026 


